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Whiskey Mountain Bighorn Sheep - Solutions through Collaboration
Project Title: ________________________________________________________________________
Other - Community based collaboration to address concerns and opportunities regarding BHS population decline
Project Type: _______________________________________________________________________
Waterhole/Transplant/Habitat/Research/Education/Other (Explain)
WGFD,
WY-WSF,
National BHS Interpretive Center
Affiliate: _________________________________________________________________________
Outfitter Organization/BLM/Game & Fish/Forest Service/Other (Explain)

Wyoming/Dubois - Whiskey Mtn. Herd Unit
Location of Project: __________________________________________________________________
State/Territory/Area
Description Of Project:
The Whiskey Mountain Bighorn Sheep herd near Dubois has struggled to recover from a catastrophic all-age die-off caused
by pneumonia in 1991. It was estimated this resulted in a 30% decline in the number of sheep in this herd. WGFD’s
management goal is 1,350 sheep and it is estimated there are between 700-800 sheep in this population today.
They continue to languish below the desired population size primarily because lamb survival is very low due to the persistence
of lamb pneumonia. In particular, recruitment has been alarmingly low each of the past 2 years. In addition, WGFD observed
a change in bighorn sheep distribution and behavior on winter ranges the last two years.
The bottom-line is, we simply don't know how to turn this important bighorn sheep population around and arrest the decline.
We do know diseases, habitat condition, and predator activity are having effects on this herd and we are working with
University of Wyoming researchers to better understand the dynamics of all these factors.
WGFD has had similar experiences with mule deer population decline statewide. The result was implementation of the Mule
Deer Initiative and engaging with and including all who are passionate about the species in a formalized collaborative process.
Collaboration, in a formalized setting, creates space for increased trust, situational understanding, funding, social/political
acceptance of old and new ideas, and perhaps most importantly, critical thinking to develop ideas or solutions to progressively
address the sheep population decline.
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National Bighorn Sheep Center, the Dubois Community, and others will increase capacity to: 1) Fund large-scale projects to
herd.
better understand the ecology of this herd and to implement on-the-ground work to improve conditions for these sheep; 2)
Leverage the collective knowledge of all involved including BHS experts from throughout the country; 3) Increase social and
political capacity to exercise solutions that may be novel and perhaps unproven and to conduct habitat work within those
portions of the herd unit deemed necessary; and 4) Provide a process for the community of Dubois and others to become
intimately involved in this herd's management. This will increase ownership in the process, implementation of identified
actions and outcomes, and better ensure the success of efforts to reverse population decline.

BIOGRAPHY OF APPLICANT
Daryl Lutz, Steve Kilpatrick, Sara Domek
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
260 Buena Vista
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Lander, WY 82520
___________________________________________________________________________
307-335-2616
307-332-6669
Daytime Phone Number: ________________
Fax:_________________
E-mail:
daryl.lutz@wyo.gov, skilpatrick@wyomingwildsheep.org, sara@bighorn.org
____________________________________________________________________________________
X
Are you a current member of WY-WSF? ______
Yes _______No

Cost to be funded
Cost to be funded
by WY-WSF Grant
by other cooperators
Equipment...............…..$_________________ $_________________
23,245
10,000
Services.................…..$__________________
$_________________
Permanent, full time salaries will not be considered

Publishing................…$__________________ $_________________
Monitoring..............….$___________________ $_________________
Supplies..................….$___________________ $_________________
Please itemize then total
Other (Specify)............$__________________
Totals

23,245
$__________________

$_________________
10,000
$__________________

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING FINANCIAL AID OR SUPPORT OF THE
Greater Yellowstone Coalition Coordinating Committee
PROJECT (Include any pending amounts applied for.): ___________________________________
Mid-West
Chapter of WSF
____________________________________
WGFD and USFS-Shoshone NF
____________________________________
ENDORSEMENT: I hereby agree to abide by the stated requirements of a WY-WSF grant. I also
understand all WY-WSF funding stipulations and will provide all necessary reports if I receive a
grant from WY-WSF.
Digitally signed by Daryl Lutz

Daryl Lutz
Date: 2018.04.25 07:38:52 -06'00'
Signature of Applicant_______________________________________________________
Wildlife Management Coordinator - Lander
Title_________________________________________

4/25/18
Date_________________

MEDIA CONTACTS: Please list one or more media sources in your area that we may contact
with details of your project:
Dubois Frontier
1) ___________________________________________________________
National Bighorn Interpretive Center - Newsletter
2) ____________________________________________________________

3) ____________________________________________________________
4) ____________________________________________________________
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