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Project Title: Laramie Peak WHMA Fence Conversion

Project Type: Fence Conversion

Waterhole/Transplant/Habitat/Research/Education/Other (Explain)
Affiliate: Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Outfitter Organization/BLM/Game & Fish/Forest Service/Other (Explain)

Location of Project: Approximate location is 40 miles west of Wheatland, Wyoming
State/Territory/Area

Description Of Project:

This project is to replace ten miles of dilapidated, woven wire sheep fence with a combination
of five and six strand barb/smooth wire standing at 51” along the boundary fence. The new
wildlife friendly fence consisting of wire with one smooth, three barbed, and all metal posts,
including H-braces, will last 30 plus years. Several high use wildlife trails will include 30-foot
wire gates that will be left open when livestock is not present. A significant number of big game
mortalities have occurred annually due to the lack of crossings for big game and increased
energy usage in search of gate openings.

Problem to be Solved:

The conversion to wildlife friendly fences will enhance migration corridors and decrease fence
related mortality for ungulates caused by old fences built for domestic sheep. Other goals
include protection and enhancement of winter forage needed for big game and reduction of
maintenance needs by moving the fences to locations away from snow load areas.

Describe How You Propose Solving theProblem:

There is roughly 38 miles of non-wildlife friendly fence on Laramie Peak WHMA with willing landowners to take the
initiative and convert many of the fences to meet wildlife friendly standards. Eventually, the Vale Ranch would like to
expand this fencing effort on the entire ranch and gain valuable future partnerships with larger neighboring ranches. This
project area serves as crucial winter range for the Big Horn Sheep, Elk, Mule Deer, and pronghorn. Converting fences to
wildlife friendly will improve public awareness by setting great examples of proper stewardship of the Wildlife Habitat
Management Area and showing neighboring landowners many benefits of the wildlife friendly fencing can have on a
livestock operation in the Laramie Mountain. This impermeable fence causes habitat fragmentation and prevents access
to the valuable resources required for wildlife to make it through the seasons.

BIOGRAPHY OF APPLICANT
Name: Jerry Cowles

Address: 1212 South Adams
Laramie, WY

Daytime Phone Number: 307-721-1378 Fax:

E-mail:

jerry.cowles@wyo.gov

Are you a current member of WY-WSF? Yes X No




oming

Wild Sheep Foundation

Cost to be funded Cost to be funded

by WY-WSF Grant by other cooperators
Equipment.................... $0.00 $11,626.80
SErviCesS......ccoevvveennnnn $0.00 $46,594.00

Permanent, full time salaries will not be considered

Publishing........c......... $0.00 $720.00
Monitoring.................. $0.00 $7.200
Supplies......cccccevveneen.. $5,000.00 $38,459.20
Other (Specify)............ $ 0.00 $0.00
Totals $/5,000.00 $109,600.00

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING FINANCIAL AID OR SUPPORT OF THE
PROJECT (Include any pending amounts applied for.):

Wyoming Wildlife Natural Resource Trust Fund  $30,000.00 Requested
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation $10,000.00 In Hand
Wyoming Game and Fish Trust Fund $15,000.00 Requested

ENDORSEMENT: I hereby agree to abide by the stated requirements of a WY-WSF grant. | also
understand all WY-WSF funding stipulations and will provide all necessary reports if | receive a
grant from WY-WSF.

Signature of Applicant Jerry Cowles
Title Habitat and Access Supervisor Date 4/28/2020

MEDIA CONTACTS: Please list one or more media sources in your area that we may contact
with details of your project:

1) Laramie Boomerang

2) Casper Star Trabune

3) Platte County Record and Times

4) Robin Kepple WGFD I&E staff
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