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Determining research and conservation priorities for bighorn sheep in the Teton and Whiskey Herd Units
Project Title: ________________________________________________________________________

Research and Management
Project Type: _______________________________________________________________________
Waterhole/Transplant/Habitat/Research/Education/Other (Explain)
WGFD,
Wy-WSF
Affiliate: _________________________________________________________________________
Outfitter Organization/BLM/Game & Fish/Forest Service/Other (Explain)
Teton and Whiskey Mountain Herd Units
Location of Project: __________________________________________________________________
State/Territory/Area
Description Of Project:
Local working groups of agency biologists and non-governmental organization representatives have been working together for
more than 25 years to address threats to the Teton and Whiskey Basin BHS populations. In recent years the Teton herd has
declined to approximately half of its historic numbers and the Whiskey herd continues to decline to less than half of its
previous numbers after a die-off in 1990. While the working groups have made strides in addressing several threats and
gathering data to inform possible management actions, much remains to be done. The recent decline in the Teton herd and
continued 28 year decline in the Whiskey Basin herd has prompted renewed commitment by the working groups and a sense
of urgency to identify and institute measures to conserve this population before it’s too late. Based on previous research, the
primary stressors for these populations include loss of low elevation winter range, disturbance in critical winter habitat from
backcountry winter recreation, long-term fire suppression, isolation, disease issues, competition from an expanding mountain
goat population, predator activity, and more. Because these factors likely interact in complex ways to influence the
population’s status and the perceived limited time to act, the actionable conservation priorities are not clear. Although the
working groups have implemented or completed some high priority conservation actions and research/monitoring projects,
data gaps remain, and, unfortunately, the populations continue to struggle − a new approach for each herd unit is clearly
needed.
Thus, we propose to gather a panel of experts to evaluate and prioritize the conservation and restoration options for Teton and
Whiskey Basin BHS. The panel of technical experts that spans the fields related to BHS ecology and restoration (e.g. disease,
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experienced chronic and acute decline over the past 20 years. There is much to be learned how to best address this decline
and to implement management strategies and projects most likely to succeed in arresting the decline and reversing this trend.
This project seeks funds (asking for $10,000 from WY-WSF) to convene facilitated workshops for both the Whiskey Basin and
Teton herds. The panel would be composed of 7-9 individuals with expertise in various areas such as BHS ecology, disease,
conservation biology, landscape genetics, habitat restoration, and translocations. The primary purpose of convening the panel
is to obtain expert advice on the most appropriate and realistic measures to address the decline in the sheep populations and
build resilience in the populations. Such recommendations would be used to inform strategic plans and better ensure the
long-term persistence of Teton and Whiskey Basin BHS.
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biologist/researchers, increase capacity to conduct needed research and management, and to develop acceptance of known
needed work and perhaps new/novel approaches and ideas to address these critical issues.

BIOGRAPHY OF APPLICANT
Daryl Lutz and Steve Kilpatrick
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
260 Buena Vista
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Lander, WY 82520
___________________________________________________________________________
307-335-2616
307-332-6669
Daytime Phone Number: ________________
Fax:_________________
E-mail:
daryl.lutz@wyo.gov skilpatrick@wyomingwildsheep.org
____________________________________________________________________________________
XX
Are you a current member of WY-WSF? ______
Yes _______No

Cost to be funded
Cost to be funded
by WY-WSF Grant
by other cooperators
Equipment...............…..$_________________ $_________________
10,000
19,500
Services.................…..$__________________
$_________________
Permanent, full time salaries will not be considered

Publishing................…$__________________ $_________________
Monitoring..............….$___________________ $_________________
Supplies..................….$___________________ $_________________
Please itemize then total
Other (Specify)............$__________________
Totals

10,000
$__________________

$_________________
19,500
$__________________

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING FINANCIAL AID OR SUPPORT OF THE
Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee
PROJECT (Include any pending amounts applied for.): ___________________________________
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ENDORSEMENT: I hereby agree to abide by the stated requirements of a WY-WSF grant. I also
understand all WY-WSF funding stipulations and will provide all necessary reports if I receive a
grant from WY-WSF.
Digitally signed by Daryl Lutz

Daryl Lutz
Date: 2018.10.25 08:12:55 -06'00'
Signature of Applicant_______________________________________________________
Wildlife Mngt. Coord./co-chair Bighorn Sheep Working Group
Title_________________________________________

10/25/2018
Date_________________

MEDIA CONTACTS: Please list one or more media sources in your area that we may contact
with details of your project:
Dubois Frontier
1) ___________________________________________________________
Christine Peterson- Casper Star Tribune/free lance writher
2) ____________________________________________________________
Jackson Hole News and Guide
3) ____________________________________________________________

4) ____________________________________________________________
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