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Dubois/Lander/Meeteetse/Thermopolis Wildlife Migration/Movement and Wildlife/Vehicle Collisions - Variable Messaging Signs
Project Title: ________________________________________________________________________

Habitat/Migration
Project Type: _______________________________________________________________________
Waterhole/Transplant/Habitat/Research/Education/Other (Explain)
WGFD,
WYDOT
Affiliate: _________________________________________________________________________
Outfitter Organization/BLM/Game & Fish/Forest Service/Other (Explain)
Wyoming/Dubois, Lander, Meeteetse, Thermopolis
Location of Project: __________________________________________________________________
State/Territory/Area
Description Of Project:
Wyoming is renowned for its open spaces and abundant wildlife. Wyoming also has a world class, extensive roadway system,
including two interstates that transect the state north to south (I-25) and east to west (I-80). Our highways provide the conduit
necessary to connect Wyoming’s towns, cities, and rural areas, and are a principal component in state and national
commerce. This roadway system also connects residents and visitors to sites of global significance, such as Yellowstone and
Grand Teton National Parks, and allows people to enjoy the many scenic vistas and abundant wildlife populations throughout
Wyoming.
Roadways and wildlife are both extraordinarily important to Wyoming. However, there are many cases where roadways and
wildlife have negative interactions with each other. Vehicle traffic on Wyoming’s roadways result in significant wildlife mortality
and create partial to complete barriers that impede important wildlife migrations and movements. Also, and equally important,
wildlife on roadways are hazardous for traveling motorists.
Bighorn sheep frequent the highway right-of-way at Red Creek near Dubois throughout the year but more frequently during the
winter months foraging in the ROW and licking salt and other minerals from along the edge of the highway. They also
frequently cross the highway for water from the Wind River. Thankfully vehicle collisions involving bighorn sheep are not
frequent, but when they occur they become publicly high profile events. WYDOT has instituted decreased speed limits along
this portion of Highway 20/26 for this reason, but motorists seemingly ignore the permanent speed limit signs. Mule deer
Problem
beDubois
Solved:
migrations to
in the
area are infamous with thousands of deer descending onto their winter range in the upper Wind River
Valley
and
along
U.S.
Highway
20/26.
frequently
move
across
highway
20/26to/from
duringimportant
their fall migration
late October
Decrease wildlife/vehicle
collisions
andDeer
wildlife
mortality,
increase
safe
"passage"
habitats, in
increase
and
early
November
and
then
again
in
spring
in
April.
During
the
winter
period
deer
move
across
the
highway
daily.
As a
motorist safety.
result there are at least hundreds of deer hit on the highway during the peak of migration and throughout the winter. Elk and
pronghorn near Meeteetse frequently cross Wyoming Highway 120 where several are hit every year as they move to winter
ranges and away from human disturbances. These movements resulting in elk/vehicle collisions are an obvious and
significant motorist safety issue.
Strategic use of Variable Messaging Signs (VMS) to alert motorists of migrating wildlife or wildlife frequenting the highway and
its ROW has been effective throughout the state. It is important placement of these signs must be strategic in time and space
and will ONLY deployed when wildlife are in the area so motorists are less likely to ignore them and reduce their speed. We
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with sign deployment and removal. This project has considerable public interest in Dubois, Meeteetse and Cody. In addition,
these areas were identified as high priorities for WGFD and WYDOT to address at the 2017 "Wyoming's Wildlife and
Roadways" Summit. Mule deer, pronghorn, bighorn sheep, and elk are the primary species affected. But the signs could be
used for other wildlife including moose as many sections of highway in area were also identified as priorities at the Summit.
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Daryl Lutz, WGFD and Randy Merritt, WYDOT
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
260 Buena Vista Lane
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Lander, WY 82520
___________________________________________________________________________
307-335-2616
307-332-6669
Daytime Phone Number: ________________
Fax:_________________
E-mail:
daryl.lutz@wyo.gov or randy.merritt@wyo.gov
____________________________________________________________________________________
XX
Are you a current member of WY-WSF? ______
Yes _______No

Cost to be funded
Cost to be funded
by WY-WSF Grant
by other cooperators
14,000
101,000
Equipment...............…..$_________________
$_________________
Services.................…..$__________________ $_________________
Permanent, full time salaries will not be considered
Publishing................…$__________________ $_________________
Monitoring..............….$___________________ $_________________
Supplies..................….$___________________ $_________________
Please itemize then total
Other (Specify)............$__________________
Totals

$__________________

$_________________
$__________________

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING FINANCIAL AID OR SUPPORT OF THE
RMEF, MDF, MFF, WGBGLC (Deer, Sheep, Elk, Moose),
PROJECT (Include any pending amounts applied for.): ___________________________________
Wyoming
Outdoorsmen-Cody, Wyoming Outdoor Weekend,
____________________________________
Water for Wildlife Foundation
____________________________________
ENDORSEMENT: I hereby agree to abide by the stated requirements of a WY-WSF grant. I also
understand all WY-WSF funding stipulations and will provide all necessary reports if I receive a
grant from WY-WSF.
Digitally signed by Daryl Lutz

Daryl Lutz
Date: 2018.04.16 14:20:46 -06'00'
Signature of Applicant_______________________________________________________
Wildlife Management Coordinator
Title_________________________________________

10/23/2018
Date_________________

MEDIA CONTACTS: Please list one or more media sources in your area that we may contact
with details of your project:
Dubois Frontier
1) ___________________________________________________________
2) ____________________________________________________________
3) ____________________________________________________________
4) ____________________________________________________________
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