WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

W mgﬁmg[ng Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.
Project Title: |Effective SeparatiorFenceMaterials
80 character limit

Organization Name: |Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Project Lead: Additional Point of Contact (i different from Project Lead):
Name [Teal Cufaude Name
Email Teal.Cufaude@wyo.gov Email
Phone [(307) 321-7087 Phone
Mailing Address |1212 South Adams Street Mailing Address
City, State, Zip |aramie WY ||82070| City, State, Zip

Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .
Disease |:| Education and Outreach |:| Habitat
|:| Land Conservation |:| Population Management/Monitoring @ Other

Action Promotingeffectiveseparatiorof domesticsheepandgoatsandwild sheep

Project Location(s) Information:

County: |Carbon Nearest Town: |Alcova, WY
Project Phase (ifapplicable): |One (1) of |One(1) Estimated Invoice |06/01/2025 | to |12/31/2026
Dates:
Budget Information: Total WY-WSF Request $ |$ 7,000.00
Total Project Cost: $ [14,000.00 |
If yes, list each grant received for five years

Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously? ~ (No | INot Applicable
Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: In Hand Requested

Source |WyomingGovernor'sBig GameLicenseCoalition | Amount $ |7,000.00 []

Source Amount $

Source Amount $

Source Amount $

Source Amount $

Source Amount $



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

Therearenow severalinstance®f domesticsheepandgoatsgrazingon privatelandsnearandwithin Ferris-Seminoe
bighornsheepabitats Harmful pathogenganbetransmittedo bighornsheepuponcontactwith, or proximity to,
domesticsheepor goats.The gregarioushature dispersalandexploratorybehaviorsof bighornsheepn the
Ferris-Seminoéerdcouldincreasehe potentialfor contactwith nearbydomesticsheepor goatsandincreaseherisk of
pathogertransmissioranddiseaseutbreaks.

Thegoalof this projectis to providedomesticsheepandgoatproducersn theseareaswith fencematerialsto ensurethat
nearbybighornsheepdo not physicallycontactdomesticsheepr goats.Maintainingspatialandtemporalseparation
betweerbighornsheepanddomesticsheepor goatsis currentlythe mosteffectivetool availablefor minimizing therisk of
diseasdransmissiorbetweerthesespeciesSupportingandownersn achievingeffectiveseparatiorwill showour
commitmento proactivelyprotectingandmanaginghe healthof Ferris-Seminodighornsheep.

It isimportantto maintaina disease-frebighornsheeppopulationin the Ferris-Seminoéerdto promotebighornsheep
viewing andhuntingopportunitiesThesebighornsheeparealsoplannedo bethe sourceherdfor futuretranslocation
efforts,somaintainingdisease-frestatuss of the utmostimportancefor futurewild sheepconservatiorefforts.

To achieveseparatiorof bighornsheegdrom domesticsheepandgoatswe areinterestedn aidinglivestockproducerswith
permanenandtemporaryfencematerialso preventescapesr entry of bighornsheepnto theareagheyaregrazing
domesticsheepandgoats.Fencematerialsvould be purchasedy the Wyoming GameandFish Departmenproject
applicantanddistributedto domesticsheepandgoatownerswho grazeon privateland nearandwithin the Ferris-Seminoe
bighornsheephabitats We mayalsoconsidettemporarilyloaningmaterialsto otherdomesticsheepandgoatownerswho
grazein closeproximity to otherbighornsheepherdsin the Wyoming GameFish Department’d aramieRegion,suchas,
theEncampmenRiver BighornSheefHerd.

Properlyinstalledfencingis a simpleandeffectiveway of containingdomesticsheepandfurtherdeterringinteractions
with bighornsheepFencingcould alsofacilitate prescribedyrazingsystemswhich could benefita suiteof wildlife species
in thearea.In additionto assistindivestockproducerswith fencingmaterialsve would alsoprovidetechnicalguidanceor
fencedesignsaandhandson assistanc&hennecessaryo maintainfunctioningfences.

We request$7,000to purchaseemporaryandpermanenfencematerialsghatcanbe distributedto interestecsheepand
goatowners.lt is importantthatwe supportivestockproducerswith their effortsto provideeffectiveseparatioriencing
standardsThesefundswould be usedto purchasendprovideelectricoutriggerfencesdoublewovenfencing,electric
wire or netting,energizekits, fenceposts,gatesandotherfenceaccessoried.ivestockproducerandWyoming Game
andFish Departmenpersonnelvill providein-kind laborto constructandmaintainfences.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (if applicable): @ Miles OAcres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

We havebeenworking with livestockproducersn this areato preventstrayingby domesticsheepor goatsandprotocols
for promptlyreportinginteractionsdbetweerdomesticsheepor goatsandbighornsheep Supportingeffectiveseparation
with this projectis the nextstepin proactivelyprotectingnearbyfrerris-Seminodighornsheep.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

We will keepWyomingWild SheepFoundatiorinformedthroughannualreportingof projectactivities.As we continue
with this project,we intendto provideprojectstatusupdategshroughWGFD newsreleasesRamPageandWyoming

Wildlife Magazinearticles.

We arehopefulthatlandownersvho receiveassistanceith fencematerialswill advocatdor effectiveseparatiorand
continueto collaboratewith uson keepingproductivebighornsheepopulationsonthelandscape.

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Fencingmaterialspurchaseavith thesefundswill beof quality thatmeetstheintendedobjectiveof effectiveseparation.
Beforeallocatingthesematerialswe will ensurehatconstructiorandmaintenancef thesefenceswill bedonein a
mannerthatalsomeetshe objectiveof effectiveseparation.

Oneproducemve areworking with is interestedn initially improving containmenbf domesticsheepandgoatsneartheir
ranchheadquartershis will requiretreatedfenceposts(~175),wire panelg~15),wire bundleg~11),andgates(~20).
This produceralsointendson beginninga rotationalgrazingprogramandwe would like to assistwith temporaryfence
materialswhichwould includeelectricwire, energizekits, andfenceposts.

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required |:| Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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	Other Description: Promoting effective separation of domestic sheep and goats and wild sheep
	Narrative: There are now several instances of domestic sheep and goats grazing on private lands near and within Ferris-Seminoe bighorn sheep habitats. Harmful pathogens can be transmitted to bighorn sheep upon contact with, or proximity to, domestic sheep or goats. The gregarious nature, dispersal, and exploratory behaviors of bighorn sheep in the Ferris-Seminoe herd could increase the potential for contact with nearby domestic sheep or goats and increase the risk of pathogen transmission and disease outbreaks.

The goal of this project is to provide domestic sheep and goat producers in these areas with fence materials to ensure that nearby bighorn sheep do not physically contact domestic sheep or goats. Maintaining spatial and temporal separation between bighorn sheep and domestic sheep or goats is currently the most effective tool available for minimizing the risk of disease transmission between these species. Supporting landowners in achieving effective separation will show our commitment to proactively protecting and managing the health of Ferris-Seminoe bighorn sheep.

It is important to maintain a disease-free bighorn sheep population in the Ferris-Seminoe herd to promote bighorn sheep viewing and hunting opportunities. These bighorn sheep are also planned to be the source herd for future translocation efforts, so maintaining disease-free status is of the utmost importance for future wild sheep conservation efforts. 

To achieve separation of bighorn sheep from domestic sheep and goats we are interested in aiding livestock producers with permanent and temporary fence materials to prevent escapes or entry of bighorn sheep into the areas they are grazing domestic sheep and goats. Fence materials would be purchased by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department project applicant and distributed to domestic sheep and goat owners who graze on private land near and within the Ferris-Seminoe bighorn sheep habitats. We may also consider temporarily loaning materials to other domestic sheep and goat owners who graze in close proximity to other bighorn sheep herds in the Wyoming Game Fish Department’s Laramie Region, such as, the Encampment River Bighorn Sheep Herd.

Properly installed fencing is a simple and effective way of containing domestic sheep and further deterring interactions with bighorn sheep. Fencing could also facilitate prescribed grazing systems which could benefit a suite of wildlife species in the area. In addition to assisting livestock producers with fencing materials we would also provide technical guidance for fence designs and hands on assistance when necessary to maintain functioning fences. 

We request $7,000 to purchase temporary and permanent fence materials that can be distributed to interested sheep and goat owners. It is important that we support livestock producers with their efforts to provide effective separation fencing standards. These funds would be used to purchase and provide electric outrigger fences, double woven fencing, electric wire or netting, energizer kits, fence posts, gates, and other fence accessories. Livestock producers and Wyoming Game and Fish Department personnel will provide in-kind labor to construct and maintain fences.
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One producer we are working with is interested in initially improving containment of domestic sheep and goats near their ranch headquarters. This will require treated fence posts (~175), wire panels (~15), wire bundles (~11), and gates (~20). This producer also intends on beginning a rotational grazing program and we would like to assist with temporary fence materials which would include electric wire, energizer kits, and fence posts. 
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We are hopeful that landowners who receive assistance with fence materials will advocate for effective separation and continue to collaborate with us on keeping productive bighorn sheep populations on the landscape. 
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