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Project Objective and Narrative:

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp


Miles/Acres Affected (if applicable):    Miles         Acres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Map(s) required        Letter(s) of Support     
Project Design    Photos
Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance 
Other:

Attachments and Supporting Documentation: 

Please select the types of attachments included:

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org 
Subject Line: " Name of Project - Organization Name"

Describe how you will share your learned info with us
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	Name2: Jerry Cowles
	Email2: jerry.cowles@wyo.gov
	Phone2: 307-721-1378
	Address2: 1212 S. Adams St.
	City2: Laramie
	State2: WY
	Zip2: 82070
	Other Description: 
	Narrative: Laramie Peak WHMA lies 15 miles south of Laramie Peak and 40 miles west of Wheatland where the Laramie Plains meet the Laramie Range. The land was purchased to benefit all wildlife species with an emphasis on fisheries, bighorn sheep, elk, and pronghorn. The WHMA consists of Wyoming Game & Fish Commission fee title land, state leases, BLM, and public easement across privately-owned land. With these lands and agreements, Laramie Peak WHMA provides public access to over 37,000 acres.

Laramie Peak WHMA serves as Crucial Range for bighorn sheep, mule deer, and elk. It’s a diverse landscape with diverse habitats. Elevation ranges from as low as 5,600’ on Duck Creek to over 8,200’ on Split Rock Mountain. Ponderosa pine, limber pine, and juniper are scattered throughout. Rocky outcrops and cliffs provide bighorn sheep with the escape cover they require. Open expanses of grasslands and wet meadows give way to sagebrush slopes and even some pockets of aspen.

There is a long history of water development on the lands that are now the Laramie Peak WHMA. The North Fork Cherry Creek watershed and surrounding drainages have been turned into highly productive ranchland from over a century of developments- i.e., reservoirs, diversion ditches, managed livestock grazing, sub-irrigated meadows and hayfields. All of these developments have contributed to the productivity of the landscape for wildlife, as well. The abundant forage, the diversity of habitats, and the varied terrain result in a landscape that benefits a wide variety of terrestrial and aquatic wildlife.

We propose to develop 2 springs and to make substantial repairs at 2 springs that were developed nearly 40 years ago. Each of these sites are in terrain where vehicles can reach- but essentially get no further. In other words, these locations are in prime wildlife habitat relatively free of human disturbance.

Utilizing spring water to fill tanks in uplands provides reliable drinking water to livestock and wildlife. Well distributed,
reliable upland water sources improve range and riparian conditions by giving wildlife and livestock access to drinking water outside the riparian zone. Strategically positioned tire-tank waterers facilitate rotational grazing and will help protect soil and water quality. Water sources facilitate grazing management that mutually benefits livestock and wildlife and provides for vegetation resiliency in the face of climate change. The spring sources support hydrologic function and create sub-irrigated meadow habitat used by wild ungulates, small mammals, birds, and contribute to streams flowing to the Laramie River. We will benefit each of these riparian areas by slowing the movement of water off the land. Installing fencing around the spring development at Salt Creek will minimize disturbance to the sensitive riparian area- which will improve conditions for native vegetation. We propose to install continuous panel fencing around the spring site that will allow wildlife to access while preventing cattle access. 

The Hay Canyon and Long Draw locations would be new spring developments. At Salt Creek and South Fork Cherry Creek we need to make substantial repairs (i.e., essentially new developments) to existing developments. Thus, at each location we will develop the spring, bury pipeline, and install a rubber tire tank. 

This project is a collaboration between WGFD and Vale Ranch LLC. WGFD Staff will solicit and administer funds; Vale Ranch will take the lead on construction; WGFD will work in a closely supporting role. We have already received funding from the Department Trust Fund, Water for Wildlife Foundation, and Laramie Rivers Conservation District.
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	County: [Albany]
	Nearest Town: 38 miles by road W of Wheatland; 40 miles by road E of Rock River
	Miles/Acres: 
	Monitoring: WGFD staff will record observations of wildlife use of the springs and tanks. Game cameras may also be deployed to demonstrate wildlife use. Photo points taken before/after will be used to show benefits to vegetation. 
	Text14: We secured funding from numerous sources during winter/spring 2024. We are now seeking $3,000 from WY-WSF for the purchase of fence materials to be installed at the Salt Creek location. 

We are actively pursuing permits through Wyoming State Engineer's Office. 

Project will be completed in spring-summer 2025; possibly completed in 2026 at the latest. We anticipate completing 2-4 sites per year, depending on availability of labor. 

Vale Ranch will provide in-kind labor including heavy-equipment operation. WGFD staff will provide in-kind labor including: fabricating the spring boxes, delivering material, heavy-equipment operation, surveying, and all necessary permitting and water rights filing. 


	Text15: Project leaders will offer to present results at WSF meetings. We will lean heavily on the WGFD's Communications & Education team to promote this project during and after implementation. Wyoming Wildlife magazine, social media outlets, newspapers (Laramie Boomerang, Platte County Record-Times, Wyoming Tribune Eagle) and other sources can be utilized to educate the public. Articles and photos can be formatted especially for inclusion The RamPage. 
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