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	Other Description: 
	Narrative: In an effort to educate the local public and sportsman hunting and recreating within historic fire scars within the Laramie Peak bighorn sheep herd (Hunt Area 19), local managers placed signs in the late 2000's on Palmer Canyon road and the Laramie Peak Wildlife Habitat Management Area that included language on the benefits of wildfire to bighorn sheep, elk, mule deer and other wildlife.   Since then, these signs have succumbed to years of weather and human abuse.  The goal of this grant request is to replace these old, dilapidated signs with new metal signs and updated language regarding the Laramie Peak bighorn sheep herd.  This grant also includes one new additional sign regarding the benefits and importance of cheatgrass control.

In 2007, a large translocation effort was implemented with 42 wild sheep from Montana.  The purpose of the translocation was to improve population persistence and interchange among sub-populations. The 2007 translocation followed a series of large natural wildfires that occurred in 2001 and 2002 that burned approximately 39,000 acres, including 4,000 acres in and around the Duck Creek Canyon sub-herd of bighorn sheep. The largest of these fires occurred in 2002 including the Hensal Fire (14,000 acres) and Reese Fire (19,000 acres). These fires, along with several small acreage fires over the years, improved mountain sheep habitat and migration corridors by opening areas that had previously been encroached by conifers.  In addition to these fires in the early 2000's, the 2018 Britania Mountain wildfire burned 32,000 acres adjacent to the Duck Creek sub-herd of wild sheep.  In recent years, wild sheep have began utilizing the Britania Mountain burn scar throughout the year.  

Along with these wildfires, the battle with cheatgrass has become a high priority and frequent management action that local managers have enacted on.  Cheatgrass control efforts completed in the last 4 years in Sybille Canyon and other areas directly west of Wheatland, continue to show promise in recovery of native vegetation in areas burned by wildfire. Cheatgrass control will continue to be a management challenge and priority for managers within the Laramie Range and as wildfire frequency and treatments increase, educating the public about the importance of cheatgrass control within this area is paramount.

These funds requested will be used for the purchase of 3 signs in partnership with other NGO's and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.  Agency and NGO emblems will be located on the signs as appropriate.

Sign 1:  Located on Palmer Canyon road, this sign will consist of language about historic fires that can be seen from the sign location.  The sign will describe the benefits and importance of wildfire to wild sheep, mule deer, and elk.  

Sign 2: Located on the Laramie Peak WHMA, this sign will consist of language about historic fires on the WHMA.  The sign will describe the benefits and importance of wildfire to just wild sheep.  Language will also include information on the 2007 augmentation of 42 wild sheep that took place on the WHMA, subsequent GPS collaring project, and disease monitoring that has taken place in partnership with the Wyoming Wildlife Sheep Foundation.  Wyoming WSF will be the only NGO funding this sign.  

Sign 3:  New sign located at the bull elk pasture pullout of the Sybille Research Station on highway 34. This sign will consist of language regarding the benefits and importance of Cheatgrass control to wildlife, particularly big game species.  

Please see the attached photos of current sign conditions.
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