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	Email2: 
	Phone2: 
	Address2: 
	City2: 
	State2: 
	Zip2: 
	Other Description: 
	Narrative: This project includes strategies identified in the 2019 Whiskey Basin Bighorn Sheep Management Plan which was developed through a collaborative effort with the Dubois Community and interested stakeholders.  The plan stresses the need to develop methods to improve forage condition and increase available winter range, as well as utilizing best management practices such as mechanical control, prescribed fire, and managed wildfire to decrease conifer cover to enhance and expand bighorn sheep migration paths and winter ranges. 

In a Habitat Plan completed during the summer field season of 2023, treatment areas were identified both inside the Fitzpatrick Wilderness, and on public lands adjacent to Wilderness, where encroached conifers are likely causing movement barriers to the bighorn sheep.  Knowing the difficulties associated with acquiring NEPA clearances and associated approvals to conduct treatments within the Wilderness, we propose to initiate work in areas adjacent to the Wilderness, with the goal of eventually completing another Minimum Tools Requirement process through the Shoshone National Forest to conduct additional work within the Glacier Addition to the Fitzpatrick Wilderness and beyond. 

The attached map shows prioritized polygons for potential treatment across known bighorn sheep crucial wintering areas. The green polygons are highest priority due to accessibility and relative ease of treatment.  The yellow polygons are all on federal land outside of wilderness, with moderate potential for mechanical treatment or prescribed fire.  The red polygons all occur in Wilderness with limited accessibility and the most potential in those areas would be through managed wildfire.  Mechanical treatments will consist of hand saw crews thinning the conifer stands to a density that would provide at least 80% horizontal visibility.  Prescribed burns have been difficult to implement due to the lack of appropriate burn windows, but plans are in motion for several burns in this area over the next several years.  

Treatment areas for 2025-2026 will include polygons on Sheep Ridge within the Shoshone National Forest, but off of Wilderness, and the three polygons on BLM land adjacent to BLM Ridge.  BLM Ridge was a historic heavy use area, however use has dwindled in recent years, potentially due to restricted movement caused by conifer encroachment.  Recent discussions with BLM indicate that a potential prescribed fire, or selective mechanical treatment may be an option to open up some habitat in the next several years adjacent to BLM Ridge.

Polygons are also identified on the south and east side of Torrey Creek.  While bighorn sheep do not currently use this area except incidentally, use may increase if conifer densities were reduced.  Several of the polygons could be thinned to create open habitats that may be more inviting to sheep using the Torrey Valley.  Juniper and limber pine encroachment along the Torrey Creek riparian corridor is being considered for treatment, as well.  

Historic photos show drastically less conifer cover across Windy Ridge and Whiskey Mountain, and while it will likely be difficult to reduce conifer densities to historic levels, we may be able to reduce conifer in vital movement corridors enough to allow sheep uninhibited access to their historic winter ranges. 

If there comes a time when another treatment is allowed to occur within the Glacier Addition of the Fitzpatrick Wilderness, additional phases will be considered since several conifer encroached areas were identified within the Wilderness.

Mechanically treated areas within the Torrey Valley in 2023 have shown increased bighorn sheep loafing and feeding activities. Further mechanical treatment in 2024 thinned conifers in other key areas with observed sheep use and added connectivity to the areas treated in 2023.
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	Title: Whiskey Basin Bighorn Sheep Habitat Enhancement
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	County: [Fremont]
	Nearest Town: Dubois
	Miles/Acres: 200
	Monitoring: Monitoring will be mostly observation of bighorn sheep, and whether they use the areas where conifer removal has occurred. Current monitoring on the Torrey Rim slope is centered around the cheatgrass infestation that was treated in 2021 and 2024.
	Text14: Both USFS and BLM have initiated NEPA analyses to conduct some form of treatment on the USFS managed land, and BLM managed land in the vicinities of Sheep Ridge and BLM Ridge.  USFS treatment will likely occur in 2025, while BLM treatments are likely further out.
	Text15: This project is of particular interest to the Dubois community and the wild sheep community at large, and has generated much discussion.  As we continue with this project, we intend to keep people apprised of the status of this work through the Dubois newspaper, WGFD news releases, and Wyoming Wildlife Magazine.  We will keep WWSF informed through annual reporting of project activities.  
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